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PROCESSING ERROR DETECTION WITHIN
PIPELINE CIRCUITRY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to data processing systems. More
particularly, this invention relates to data processing systems
incorporating processing pipeline circuitry comprising a plu-
rality of pipeline stages with signal value storage circuits
interposed therebetween and incorporating error detection
mechanisms.

2. Description of the Prior Art

It is known from WO 2004/084072 to provide data pro-
cessing systems incorporating processor pipelines that detect
errors due to the late arrival of signal transitions at the signal
value storage circuits interposed between the processing
pipelines. The late arrival of a signal transition at the output of
apipeline stage can give rise to a processing error from which
a recovery operation is triggered.

FIG. 1 of the accompanying drawings schematically illus-
trates processing pipeline circuitry 2 comprising a plurality of
pipeline stages 4, 6, 8 with respective signal value storage
circuits 10, 12, 14 interposed therebetween. Timing detection
circuitry 16, 18, 20 serves to detect signal transitions arriving
outside of a nominal timing window at respective signal value
storage circuits 10, 12, 14. If a timing violation is detected,
then this gives rise to an error signal which is stored within an
error latch 22, 24, 26. The error signal E is accumulated as it
passes between the pipeline stages by the action of the OR
gates 28, 30.

At the output end of the pipeline processing circuitry 2
there are provided two additional pipeline stages with asso-
ciated signal value storage circuits 32, 34. These additional
pipeline stages serve the function of synchronising and sta-
bilising any error signal generated due to a timing violation
within the pipeline processing circuitry 2. It will be appreci-
ated that the timing detection circuitry 16, 18, 20 generate an
error indicating signal. The error signal is nominally synchro-
nous, but in the event of a near timing violation metastability
can occur, and this can cause the error signal to fall at a time
which is not synchronised to the next clock edge. As such the
error signal is typically considered as an asynchronous signal,
and is passed through two synchronising pipeline line stages
32, 34 to reduce the probability of metastability propagating
into the error correction logic which is not speculative at the
end of the pipeline. This increases the latency associated with
obtaining an error signal from the pipeline processing cir-
cuitry 2 indicating whether or not a timing violation occurred
within the processing pipeline circuitry 2.

FIG. 2 of the accompanying drawings is a signal diagram
schematically illustrating the operation of the processing
pipeline circuitry 2 of FIG. 2. A clock signal CK serves to
control and regulate the processing performed by the process-
ing pipeline circuitry 2. Signal values are captured into the
signal value storage circuitry 10, 12, 14, 32, 34 at the rising
edge of the clock signal CK. A nominal timing window cor-
responding to the period preceding the setup time before the
rising edge of the clock signal CK and corresponds to the
period within which during normal operation one would
expect a signal transition to arrive at a signal value storage
circuit 10, 12, 14, 32, 34. If a signal transition occurs outside
of'this nominal timing window, then it corresponds to a timing
violation and an error signal is generated. The signals D2
[31:0] correspond to the signal values input to the signal value
storage circuitry 14 of FIG. 1. In the example of FIG. 2, one
or more signal transitions within the signals D2 [31:0] arrive
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late and are outside the nominal timing window. The timing
detection circuitry 20 detects this late arriving signal transi-
tion and asserts an error signal which is stored into the latch
26 at the next rising edge of the clock signal CK. This error
signal is then passed along to the latch 38 associated with the
final pipeline stage and is output from the pipeline processing
circuitry 2 to indicate that a timing error has occurred within
the pipeline processing circuitry 2.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Viewed from one aspect the present invention provides an
apparatus for processing data comprising:

processing pipeline circuitry having a plurality of pipeline

stages with respective signal value storage circuits inter-
posed therebetween, said signal value storage circuits
configured to be transparent to received signal values
during a transparent phase of a clock signal controlling
said signal value storage circuits;

timing detection circuitry coupled to said processing pipe-

line circuitry and configured to detect as timing viola-
tions if signal transitions arrive at said signal value stor-
age circuits outside respective nominal timing windows;
and

error detection circuitry coupled to said timing detection

circuitry and configured to trigger an error correcting
response if said timing detection circuitry indicates a
predetermined pattern comprising a plurality of timing
violations spread over a plurality of cycles of said clock
signal.

The present technique recognises that when detecting tim-
ing errors on a per processing pipeline circuitry basis (i.e. that
an error has occurred somewhere along the processing pipe-
line circuitry), then there is the possibility that a signal tran-
sition arriving outside of a nominal timing window associated
with one pipeline stage may not result in incorrect processing
if left to propagate through the processing pipeline as a sub-
sequent pipeline stage may process that signal transition more
rapidly and result in the signal transition arriving within the
nominal timing window at a later clock cycle boundary. The
signal value storage circuits are transparent to receive signal
values during a transparent phase of a clock signal controlling
them in order that late arriving signal transitions can propa-
gate through the signal value storage circuits and enter the
subsequent pipeline processing stage where they have a
chance to regain nominal timing. A late arriving signal tran-
sition at one signal value storage circuit may eftectively bor-
row time from a later clock cycle and potentially regain nomi-
nal timing. If a timing violation is corrected in this way, then
there is no need to trigger an error recovery operation and
incur the time and energy penalty associated with such an
error recovery operation. However, not all timing violations
will be corrected by borrowing time from subsequent clock
cycles and accordingly the error detection circuitry will trig-
ger an error correcting response if the timing detection cir-
cuitry indicates a predetermined pattern comprising a plural-
ity of timing violations spread over a plurality of cycles of the
clock signal. At some point the number and/or arrangement of
the timing violations will become such that it is desirable to
trigger an error correcting response as the time borrowing
capabilities associated with the processing pipeline circuitry
including transparent signal value storage circuits will not be
able or likely to correct the timing errors that have arisen.

It will be appreciated that the predetermined pattern com-
prising a plurality of timing violations may take a variety of
different forms. Processing pipelines may involve signal
feedback and a timing violation may occur repeatedly within
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a single pipeline stage as a consequence of an initial timing
violation. Itis also possible that a timing violation may propa-
gate along the processing pipeline circuitry between different
stages as the signal value transition associated with that tim-
ing violation propagates between those pipeline stages.

In some example embodiments a predetermined pattern
used to trigger an error correcting response may comprise
timing violations occurring at N successive signal value stor-
age circuits, where N is an integer of two or more. One simple
technique is when the predetermined pattern comprises tim-
ing violations arising at two successive signal value storage
circuits indicating that when a timing violation occurred at
one signal value storage circuit, it was unable to borrow
sufficient time from the following pipeline stage to meet its
timing requirements at the next signal value storage circuitry
and accordingly error correction through time borrowing had
not succeeded.

In some embodiments the error correction circuitry may
identify as a resolved timing violation occurrence of a timing
violation at a given signal value storage circuit followed by a
next signal value storage circuitry in which no timing viola-
tion arises. This corresponds to one or more timing violations
being followed by no timing violation as the signal transition
propagates thereby indicating that time borrowing has suc-
ceeded in resolving the timing error.

The nominal timing window may in some cases extend
beyond the start of the transparent phase. When using trans-
parent signal value storage circuits, their ability to pass a late
arriving signal transition through to the following pipeline
stage can give rise to a degree of time borrowing that need not
even be flagged as a timing violation. In this way a signal
transition occurring within a period that begins within the
setup margin time before the start of the transparent phase and
ends a timing violation tolerated time after this start time may
be regarded as meeting the nominal timing and falling within
the nominal timing window. Only a signal transition arising
after the ending of the timing violation tolerated time need be
treated as a timing violation as it corresponds to a degree of
time borrowing greater than that provided by the timing vio-
lation tolerated time. When a predetermined pattern of such
timing violations occurring over successive clock cycles is
detected, then this gives rise to an error response.

When an error response is triggered by N timing violations
in successive stages, this has the consequence that, if a timing
violation first arises within fewer than N pipeline stages of the
end of the processing pipeline, then it will not match this
predetermined pattern criteria and will not trigger an error.
Accordingly, the error detecting circuitry may be configured
to “look ahead” and to generate a signal indicating that the
predetermined pattern has not been detected in the pipeline
without any dependence upon the occurrence of any timing
violations arising in any signal value storage circuits receiv-
ing signal values from the final (N-1) pipeline stages of the
pipeline processing circuitry. This reduces the latency asso-
ciated with the generation of the error signal indicating that an
error has arisen within the processing pipeline circuitry. An
early error indication signal taken from the N-1 stage is such
that it if it is set to zero then it is known that an error cannot
occur. Ifthe early error signal is set to 1, then an error may or
may not occur depending on what happens in the final pro-
cessing stage. The early error signal can either be used as a
pessimistic error signal which is used directly to action error
detection, or it may be used to indicate early that an error is
possible so as to prepare the error detection mechanism for
possible activation. The early error signal could be used for
example as a clock gating enable signal for the error correc-
tion circuits in order to be able to save clock power.
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In some embodiments error correcting circuitry is provided
that is coupled to the error detection circuitry and is config-
ured to perform an error correction operation that corrects for
occurrence of the predetermined pattern of timing errors as
the error correcting response. Examples of the error correc-
tion operation include one or more of stalling the processing
pipeline for one or more clock cycles; replaying those pro-
cessing operations that gave rise to the error correcting
response through the processing pipeline circuitry; and reset-
ting the processing pipeline circuitry. These different error
correction operations have different levels of circuit overhead
associated with their implementation and different levels of
cost in terms of delay and energy. The error correction opera-
tion performed may be selected in dependence upon the
nature of the timing violations detected so as to select an error
correction operation that is capable of dealing with those
timing violations with a reduced cost in terms of processing
delay and/or energy.

In some embodiments there may be provided operating
parameter control circuitry that is configured to control one or
more operating parameters of the apparatus in dependence
upon the triggering of the error correcting response so as to
maintain a finite non-zero rate of occurrence of the error
correcting response. This recognises that there may be an
overall benefit in operating the apparatus with operating
parameters that cause errors as the gains achieved in using
those operating parameters more than offset the time and/or
energy costs in correcting the errors that result. Examples of
the operating parameters that may be adjusted include a clock
frequency of the clock signal and an operating voltage of the
apparatus.

Itwill be appreciated that the detection of timing violations
and then the detection of a predetermined pattern of timing
violations provides more than one feedback parameter for
controlling the operating parameters. This permits more
sophisticated and advantageous types of operating parameter
control to be achieved. In some embodiments the operating
parameters may be controlled in dependence of the occur-
rence of one or more timing violations independently of
whether or not the predetermined pattern is detected. In other
embodiments the operating parameter control may be per-
formed in dependence upon occurrence of the one or more
timing violations in combination with the detection of the
predetermined pattern, potentially with the error response
being selected in dependence upon which combination is
detected.

While it is possible that the present techniques could be
utilised in a different context, the present techniques are well
suited to implementation within the context of an integrated
circuit which comprises an apparatus for processing data as
described above.

Viewed from another aspect the present invention provides
apparatus for processing data comprising:

processing pipeline means for processing data, said pipe-
line processing means having a plurality of pipeline stage
means for processing a respective signal value with respective
signal value storage means for storing a signal value inter-
posed therebetween, said signal value storage means config-
ured to be transparent to received signal values during a
transparent phase of a clock signal controlling said signal
value storage means;

timing detection means for detecting timing violations and
coupled to said processing pipeline means, said timing detec-
tion means configured to detect as timing violations if signal
transitions arrive at said signal value storage means outside
respective nominal timing windows; and
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error detection means for detecting error and coupled to
said timing detection means, said error detection means con-
figured to trigger an error correcting response if said timing
detection means indicates a predetermined pattern compris-
ing a plurality of timing violations spread over a plurality of
cycles of said clock signal.

Viewed from a further aspect the present invention pro-
vides a method of processing data comprising the steps of:

processing data within processing pipeline circuitry having
a plurality of pipeline stages with respective signal value
storage circuits interposed therebetween, said signal value
storage circuits configured to be transparent to received signal
values during a transparent phase of a clock signal controlling
said signal value storage circuits;

detecting as timing violations if signal transitions arrive at
said signal value storage circuits outside respective nominal
timing windows; and

triggering an error correcting response if said step of
detecting indicates a predetermined pattern comprising a plu-
rality of timing violations spread over a plurality of cycles of
said clock signal.

The above, and other objects, features and advantages of
this invention will be apparent from the following detailed
description of illustrative embodiments which is to be read in
connection with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates processing pipeline cir-
cuitry;

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a signal timing diagram for
explaining the operation of the pipeline circuitry of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates processing pipeline cir-
cuitry including error detection circuitry that serves to trigger
an error correcting response if a predetermined pattern of
timing violations arises within the processing pipeline cir-
cuitry;

FIG. 4 is a signal timing diagram illustrating the operation
of'the processing pipeline circuitry of FIG. 3 when an isolated
timing violation arises that is corrected through time borrow-
ing;

FIG. 5 is a signal timing diagram illustrating the operation
of the processing pipeline circuitry of FIG. 3 when a prede-
termined pattern of timing violations arises that is used to
trigger an error correcting response;

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates an integrated circuit
including processing pipeline circuitry as illustrated in FIG.
3, error detection circuitry, error correction circuitry and
operating parameter control circuitry; and

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram schematically illustrated in a
serialised form the processing operations performed in the
processing pipeline circuitry of FIG. 3.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates processing pipeline cir-
cuitry 40 having a plurality of pipeline stages 42, 44, 46 each
with respective signal value storage circuits 48, 50, 52 dis-
posed therebetween (i.e. a signal value storage circuit 48, 50,
52 is disposed atthe output of each processing stage 42, 44, 46
and serves to capture and store the signal values output from
that pipeline stage 42, 44, 46 and then pass these stored signal
values to the following pipeline stage. Timing detection cir-
cuitry 54, 56, 58 is coupled to each of the signal value storage
circuits 48, 50, 52 that receives signals from pipeline stages
conducting processing and accordingly receives signals in
which the signal value transitions may arrive outside the
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nominal timing window (e.g. too late). These timing detec-
tion circuits 54, 56, 58 are configured to detect as timing
violations if a signal transition arrives at them outside a nomi-
nal timing window. In some embodiments the nominal timing
window may finish a set up margin time before the rising edge
of'the clock signal CK which triggers the signal value storage
circuits 48, 50, 52 to capture the signal value presented at their
inputs. In such embodiments a timing violation would arise if
a signal transition occurred after the setup margin time had
started. This type of operation is illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5
which follow. In the present context the setup time is defined
by the clock to output delay of the storage element. If setup
time is met, then the output time of the storage element is
determined only by the time taken to open the latch, i.e. if
setup is met then no borrowing from the next processing stage
will occur.

In other embodiments the transparent nature of the signal
value storage circuits 48, 50, 52 in which they pass a late
arriving transition through to the next pipeline stage may be
exploited to extend the nominal timing window. In such
embodiments, the nominal timing window may be extended
to encompass both the set up margin time and a timing vio-
lation tolerated time which occurs after the start of the trans-
parent phase (rising edge of the clock signal CK). In such
embodiments a timing violation will be triggered if a signal
transition is detected after the end of the timing violated
tolerated time following a rising edge in the clock signal CK.
Thus, signals arriving after the rising edge will not be detected
as timing violations unless they arrive after the end of the
timing violation tolerated time. Even such late arriving signal
transitions will not give rise to triggering of an error correct-
ing response unless a predetermined pattern of such timing
violations occurs spread over a plurality of cycles of the clock
signals CK.

The timing detection circuitry 54, 56, 58 gives rise to
timing violation signals TV which are supplied to time bor-
rowing latches 60, 62, 64 which output a timing violation
borrow signal TVB that indicates that a preceding pipeline
stage has suffered a timing violation (e.g. late arriving signal
transition) and borrowed some time from the current pipeline
stage. Thus, a timing violation borrow signal output from
latch 62 during a given clock cycle indicates that the timing
detection circuitry 54 at the output of the preceding pipeline
stage received a late signal transition following the start of the
preceding clock cycle, i.e. a late transition in the signals D0
[31:0] arriving at signal value storage stage 48.

Error detection circuitry 65 coupled to the timing detection
circuitry 54, 56, 58 includes the latches 60, 62, 64 as well as
AND gates 66, 68, 70 and OR gates 72,74,76,78,80,82. The
AND gates 66, 68, 70 serve to AND together a timing viola-
tion TV signal arising during the current clock cycle with a
latched timing violation borrow signal TVB from the preced-
ing clock cycle (if this was set). This AND operation produces
an error indicating signal E if a timing violation signal TV is
asserted in the current clock cycle and a timing violation
occurred in the preceding clock cycle. The error signal so
asserted is latched at the end of the current clock cycle within
one of the error latches 84, 86, 88, 90.

The action of the AND gates 66, 68, 70 is to detect a
predetermined pattern comprising a plurality of timing vio-
lations (namely two) spread over a plurality of cycles of clock
signal (namely the current clock signal and the preceding
clock signal).

It will be appreciated that with different logic gate combi-
nations, different predetermined patterns may be detected.
For example, a longer sequence of consecutive timing viola-
tions may be detected using AND gates with a larger number
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of inputs and latches which store timing violation borrow
signals TVB for more than a single clock cycle. Furthermore,
feedback of signals within pipeline stages is relatively com-
mon and a timing violation may occur within the same pipe-
line stage but at different consecutive clock cycles and this
may correspond to a predetermined pattern which should give
rise to an error correcting response. Variations in the logic
gates and latches provided within the error direction circuitry
66 are possible such that a wide variety of different predeter-
mined patterns may be detected if desired.

The function of the latches 84, 86, 88, 90 and the OR gates
78, 80, 82 is such as to accumulate an error signal. Thus, if the
predetermined pattern is detected at any time and any position
along the processing pipeline circuitry 40, then an error indi-
cating signal is asserted and this is passed along between the
latches 84, 86, 88, 90 until it reaches a final latch 92 from
which it may be used to trigger an error correcting response.
It will be seen from FIG. 3 that a timing violation is highly
unlikely in the final stages of the pipeline and accordingly the
signal indicating whether or not an error could occur may in
some embodiments be taken from the error latch 90 thereby
reducing the latency associated with the issue of this signal. A
timing violation that does occur in the final stage will not
trigger an error correcting response since unless a preceding
timing violation has occurred, the predetermined pattern of
two consecutive timing violations will not be met. An early
error indication signal taken from the N-1 stage is such that it
if it is set to zero then it is known that an error cannot occur.
Ifthe early error signal is set to 1, then an error may or may not
occur depending on what happens in the final processing
stage. The early error signal can either be used as a pessimistic
error signal which is used directly to action error detection, or
it may be used to indicate early that an error is possible so as
to prepare the error detection mechanism for possible activa-
tion. The early error signal could be used for example as a
clock gating enable signal for the error correction circuits in
order to be able to save clock power.

The action of the logic gates within the error detection
circuitry is such that if a timing violation is detected, but a
following pipeline stage performs its processing without gen-
erating a propagated timing violation, then the initial timing
violation will be treated as a resolved timing violation and the
timing violation borrow signal that was asserted will be
cleared without giving rise to an error signal E. In some
different embodiments, it may be desired that an error cor-
recting response will not be triggered unless the timing vio-
lation borrow signal propagates all the way to the end of the
processing pipeline circuitry 40, i.e. a sequence of one or
more timing violations arriving at successive signal value
storage circuits that is not followed by a signal value storage
circuit at which a timing violation does not arise. Any pipeline
stage which meets its timing can thus terminate the propaga-
tion of a timing violation borrow signal and accordingly
prevent the triggering of an error correcting response.

Diagnostic latches 94, 96, 98, 100, 102 within the error
detection circuitry 66 may serve to accumulate a diagnostic
borrow signal which indicates that a timing violation has
occurred somewhere along the processing pipeline process-
ing circuitry 40 even though this was later resolved. A timing
violation borrow signal which is latched within one of the
diagnostic latches 94, 96, 98, 100, 102 will propagate all the
way through to the end of the processing pipeline circuitry 40.

FIG. 4 is a timing diagram schematically illustrating the
operation of the circuitry of FIG. 3 in response to an isolated
timing violation. At time 104 a signal value transition occurs
outside of the nominal timing window (i.e. within the timing
setup time for this example embodiment) and gives rise to a
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timing violation being detected by the timing detection cir-
cuitry 54 associated with signal value storage circuitry 48.
This timing violation TV signal is captured within the timing
violation borrow latch 62 at the start of the next clock cycle.
In this example, the next clock cycle does not give rise to a
further timing violation at the inputs to the signal value stor-
age circuitry 48 and accordingly the output from the timing
violation borrow latch 62 will be cleared at the end of one
cycle without giving rise to an error signal.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the timing violation 104 which
occurred at the inputs to the signal value storage circuitry 48
results in a late transition entering the pipeline circuitry 44
due to the transparent nature of the signal value storage cir-
cuitry 48 during the transparent phase (high phase) of the
clock signal CK. This signal value propagates through into
the pipeline stage 44 and is processed sufficiently quickly that
when a corresponding signal transition occurs to be captured
by the signal value storage circuitry 50, it arrives within its
nominal timing window and there is no timing violation at
time 106. Thus, the output from the timing detection circuitry
56 associated with the signal value storage circuitry 50 will
not indicate a timing violation. The AND gate 68 receives the
stored timing violation borrow signal TVB from the timing
violation borrowed latch 62, but no asserted input from the
timing detection circuitry 56 and accordingly will not raise an
error signal passed via OR gate 80 to error latch 88. Thus, the
predetermined pattern of two consecutive timing violations
does not arise and no error correcting response is triggered.
FIG. 4 accordingly illustrates how an isolated timing viola-
tion is tolerated.

FIG. 5 is a signal diagram schematically illustrating the
operation of the circuitry of FIG. 3 when consecutive timing
violations arise corresponding to a predetermined pattern
which triggers an error correcting response. A first timing
violation occurs due to a late signal transition at time 108,
namely a late arriving transition at the inputs to signal value
storage circuitry 50. This late transition gives rise to the
storing of a timing violation borrow signal TVB within timing
violation borrow latch 64 at the start of the next clock cycle.
This timing violation borrow latch 64 will accordingly assert
a high output for one clock signal as signal D2_TVB.

The late signal transition occurring at time 108 passes
through the transparent signal value storage circuitry 50 and
enters the pipeline circuitry 46. However, in this example, the
timing violation is not overcome within the pipeline circuitry
46 and propagates through the inputs to the signal value
storage circuitry 52 at time 110. The timing detection cir-
cuitry 58 generates a timing violation signal TV which is
stored within the timing violation borrow latch 112. This
timing violation borrow latch 112 thus asserts a high signal
value for one clock signal as illustrated by the signal line
S0_TVB.

As well as outputting the timing violation signal TV to the
timing value borrow latch 112, this timing violation signal TV
is also output to the AND gate 70 where it is combined with
the asserted output D2_TVB from the timing value borrow
latch 64 and generates an error signal which passes through
the OR gate 82 and is latched within the error latch 90. Thus,
in the clock cycle following the clock cycle in which the
timing violation at time 110 was detected, the output from the
error latch 90 will be asserted high as indicated by the signal
S0_E in FIG. 5. This error signal is propagated through to the
error latch 92 which generates the final error correcting
response triggering signal S1_FE that is output from the error
detection circuitry 66.

FIG. 5 accordingly illustrates how timing violations in
successive clock cycles correspond to a predetermined pat-
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tern spread over a plurality of clock cycles which gives rise to
an error correcting response by triggering an error signal
which is propagated along the chain of error latches 84, 86,
88, 90, 92 (in this example starting at the latch 90).

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates an integrated circuit 114
including pipeline processing circuitry 40 and error detection
circuitry 66 as previously discussed. Error correcting cir-
cuitry 116 is coupled to the error detection circuitry 66 and
when the error correcting circuitry 66 indicates that an error

response is required, then the error correction circuitry 116 10

controls the performance of such an error correcting opera-
tion. The error correcting operation may, for example, be: to
stall the processing pipeline for one or more clock cycles
while inhibiting use of incorrect signals already generated;
replaying the processing operations which gave rise to the
error correcting response (such as in their entirety having
flushed the pipeline), or in some simple examples resetting
the processing pipeline circuitry where this may be tolerated.

Operating parameter control circuitry 118 coupled to the
error correcting circuitry 116 is responsive to the occurrence
of error correction operations to adjust operating parameters,
such as the clock frequency and the operating voltage of the
integrated circuit 114, in dependence upon the rate of occur-
rence of error correcting operations so as to maintain a finite
non-zero error rate. The operating parameter control circuitry
118 may also receive signals from the error detecting circuitry
66 indicative of timing violations even when these do not give
rise to error correcting responses. The operating parameter
control circuitry 118 may accordingly in some embodiments
vary the operating parameters in dependence upon the occur-
rence of such timing violations independently of the occur-
rence of error correcting responses. In other embodiments, a
combination of error correcting responses and timing viola-
tions may be used to adjust the operating parameters.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram schematically illustrating the
operation of the circuitry of FIG. 3. It will be appreciated by
those in this technical field that FIG. 7 represents a serialised
flow of operations whereas in practice the operations are
performed in parallel or even in a different order to that
illustrated. The flow diagram will thus be regarded as an aid to
understanding rather than a literal representation of a process-
ing flow that is performed.

At step 120 signal values are processed within the pipeline
stages 42, 44, 46. At step 122 timing violations within the
signals received by the signal value storage circuits 48, 50, 52
are detected by the timing detection circuitry 54, 56, 58. At
step 124 a determination is made as to whether or not any
timing violation is detected that matches a predetermined
pattern. If there is a match to the predetermined pattern, then
step 126 triggers an error correcting response which is per-
formed at step 128. Either following step 128, or step 124
where there is no predetermined pattern match, step 130
serves to adjust the operating parameters, such as clock fre-
quency and operating voltage, so as to maintain a predeter-
mined target non-zero error rate.

Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have
been described in detail herein with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, it is to be understood that the invention is
not limited to those precise embodiments, and that various
changes and modifications can be effected therein by one
skilled in the art without departing from the scope and spirit of
the invention as defined by the appended claims.

We claim:

1. Apparatus for processing data comprising:

processing pipeline circuitry having a plurality of pipeline

stages with respective signal value storage circuits inter-
posed therebetween, said signal value storage circuits
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configured to be transparent to received signal values
during a transparent phase of a clock signal controlling
said signal value storage circuits;

timing detection circuitry coupled to said processing pipe-

line circuitry and configured to detect as timing viola-
tions if signal transitions arrive at said signal value stor-
age circuits outside respective nominal timing windows;
and

error detection circuitry coupled to said timing detection

circuitry and configured to trigger an error correcting
response if said timing detection circuitry indicates a
predetermined pattern comprising a plurality of timing
violations spread over a plurality of cycles of said clock
signal.

2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said plu-
rality of timing violations result from an effect of a signal
transition outside a given nominal timing window of a given
signal value storage circuit propagating within said process-
ing pipeline circuitry and giving rise to said plurality of tim-
ing violations spread over said plurality of cycles.

3. The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said pre-
determined pattern comprises timing violations arising at two
successive signal value storage circuits.

4. The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said error
detecting circuitry is configured to generate a signal indicat-
ing said predetermined pattern has not been detected within
said pipeline without any dependence upon occurrence of any
timing violations arising at any signal value storage circuits
receiving signal values from a final (N-1) pipeline stages of
said pipeline processing circuitry.

5. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said pre-
determined pattern of timing violations arise at a plurality of
different signal value storage circuits along said processing
pipeline circuitry.

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said pre-
determined pattern comprises timing violates arising at N
successive signal value storage circuits, where N is an integer
of two or more.

7. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said error
detection circuitry identifies as a resolved timing violation a
detection of a timing violation at a given signal value storage
circuit followed by a next signal value storage circuit in which
no timing violation arises.

8. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said nomi-
nal timing window encompasses a start time of said transpar-
ent phase beginning a setup margin time before said start time
and ending a timing violation tolerated time after said start
time.

9. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said pre-
determined pattern is a sequence of one or more timing vio-
lations arising at successive signal value storage circuits that
is not followed by a signal value storage circuit at which a
timing violation does not arise.

10. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, comprising error
correcting circuitry coupled to said error detection circuitry
and configured to perform an error correction operation that
corrects for occurrence of said predetermined pattern of tim-
ing errors as said error correcting response.

11. The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein said
error correction operation is one or more of:

stalling said processing pipeline circuitry for one or more

clock cycles;

replaying those processing operations that gave rise to said

error correcting response through said processing pipe-
line circuitry; and

resetting said processing pipeline circuitry.
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12. The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein said one
or more operating parameters include one or more of:

a clock frequency of said clock signal; and

an operating voltage of said apparatus.

13. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, comprising oper-
ating parameter control circuitry configured to control one or
more operating parameters of said apparatus in dependence
upon triggering of said error correcting response so as to
maintain a finite non-zero rate of occurrence of said error
correcting response.

14. The apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein said
operating parameter control circuitry is configured to control
at least some of said one or more operating parameters in
dependence upon occurrence of one or more timing viola-
tions independently of detection of said predetermined pat-
tern.

15. The apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein said
operating parameter control circuitry is configured to control
at least some of said one or more operating parameters in
dependence upon occurrence of one or more timing viola-
tions in combination with detection of said predetermined
pattern.

16. An integrated circuit comprising the apparatus as
claimed in claim 1.

17. Apparatus for processing data comprising:

processing pipeline means for processing data, said pipe-

line processing means having a plurality of pipeline
stage means for processing a respective signal value
with respective signal value storage means for storing a
signal value interposed therebetween, said signal value
storage means configured to be transparent to received
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signal values during a transparent phase of a clock signal
controlling said signal value storage means;

timing detection means for detecting timing violations and
coupled to said processing pipeline means, said timing
detection means configured to detect as timing viola-
tions if signal transitions arrive at said signal value stor-
age means outside respective nominal timing windows;
and

error detection means for detecting error and coupled to
said timing detection means, said error detection means
configured to trigger an error correcting response if said
timing detection means indicates a predetermined pat-
tern comprising a plurality of timing violations spread
over a plurality of cycles of said clock signal.

18. A method of processing data comprising the steps of:

processing data within processing pipeline circuitry having
aplurality of pipeline stages with respective signal value
storage circuits interposed therebetween, said signal
value storage circuits configured to be transparent to
received signal values during a transparent phase of a
clock signal controlling said signal value storage cir-
cuits;

detecting as timing violations if signal transitions arrive at
said signal value storage circuits outside respective
nominal timing windows; and

triggering and performing an error correcting response if
said step of detecting indicates a predetermined pattern
comprising a plurality of timing violations spread over a
plurality of cycles of said clock signal.
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